June 21, 2024

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor

State of California

1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Newsom:

We are writing to you on an issue of utmost urgency and importance that affects not only
the constituents of Los Angeles County but potentially every resident of our State. It has
come to our attention that your proposed May Revision State budget includes cuts that
would result in the elimination of five fire camps jointly run by the Los Angeles County
Fire Department and the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).
This reduction equates to the loss of nine wildland firefighting hand crews, the cessation of
24-hour hand crew coverage within Los Angeles County, and a significant gap in hand
crew coverage in the Southern California area, resulting in slower response times and
greater damage and loss in the County.

The implications of such cuts are dire. As you are aware, California faces a critical shortage
of wildland firefighting hand crews, a situation that has been exacerbated by the increasing
frequency and severity of wildland fires due to climate change. Our County firefighters have
recently been battling the Post Fire which rapidly grew to over 15,000 acres. This is one of
many fires that will impact Los Angeles County’s resources this fire season. The crews from
these camps are not just numbers on a page, they are skilled teams that stand on the front
lines of our State's battle against wildfires. They protect our homes, our communities, and
our natural resources with dedication and bravery.

The elimination of these camps would not only undermine our firefighting capabilities, but
also dismantle a system that has provided rehabilitation opportunities for inmates, allowing
them to contribute positively to society while learning valuable skills. The loss of these
camps would mean a setback in the firefighting efforts to manage California's fire-prone
landscapes and would roll back the successful outcomes we have witnessed through this
program.
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The safety of our residents and the protection of our natural resources cannot be
compromised. We urge you to maintain funding for these essential services and keep the
205 CDCR wildland firefighters in Los Angeles County. The cancellation of this contract
could result in lives lost and habitat irreparably damaged. We must not allow this to
happen.

We look forward to your prompt action on this matter. The stakes are too high for us to
ignore the potential consequences of these budget cuts.

Sincerely,
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Chair of the Board upervisor, Fifth District
Supervisor, Third District




